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Hello Conklin, 
The Conklin Resource Development Advisory 
Committee, of which I am a board member, is 
so pleased to be able to update the 
community with this newsletter. We are 
trying to ensure that our community 
members know about the opportunities that 
exist, the good news stories we have to tell, 
and all the resources that are being made 
available. 

We will be publishing this newsletter a few 
times per year. But there are other ways to 
find out what is happening.   

First is our website. You can find that at 
www.CRDAC.ca. On it, you’ll find news about 
jobs, contracts, activities, and community 
events. Also, check out our Facebook page 
often for real time updates. Finally, I hope 
many of you have been watching the videos 
we produce with regular news. Those are also 
on our Facebook page. 

There is some particularly good news in this 
newsletter. We have made real progress on 
new housing in the community. Our hard 
work is finally paying off. I see us all working 
together more and more. That is how we’ll 
make progress.   

I want to recognize the staff and leadership of 
the CRDAC. It is their hard work that has 
made our progress possible. Their work 
behind the scenes is often unrecognized, but 
it is critical to our organization, and our 
community.   

I hope all of you had a wonderful summer.  
Remember, the bears are fattening up for 
winter. Take care out there.   

Yvonne McCallum 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 

Homes are coming!   
After a long wait, we are finally in the process of 
finalizing the development agreement with the RMWB. 
This essentially means that we could begin the 
subdivision work, and the construction start is currently 
slated for Spring 2023. The subdivision work has been 
awarded to H. Wilson. You may have seen some 
progress at 159 Pine Lane with the demolition of 
existing structures, grubbing, as well as cutting and 
splitting of the firewood that we have gained through 
the clearing.  

We also have all the necessary subdivision approval 
from the RMWB, so things are moving! 

A major boost to the housing project came recently, 
when CRDAC was awarded $4.4 million from Alberta’s 
Indigenous Housing Capital Program. It didn’t come 
easy. This was a collective effort and not an easy task to 
secure this funding. The underground utility work, 
engineering, and planning is a very costly process – 
more than the homes themselves – so we are very 
happy for this outcome. This is by far one of the most 
significant contributions to date! It is a historic and 
proud moment for Conklin!  

For the first ten units, there are three models of homes 
being constructed, for different sizes of families: four  
3-bedroom/2-bath units, three 2-bedroom/2-bath units 
and two 4-bedroom/2-bath units, plus the 1-bedroom/ 
1-bath Tiny House built by the students of Conklin 
through the Construction and Trades Readiness 
program. According to a study completed in 2018, it 
was identified that 46 homes are in need to adequately 
address the housing and homelessness crisis in Conklin. 
We are working towards this goal. This is a significant 
undertaking – one that could have not been done 
without the support of our partners and community.   

 

continued on next page 

HOUSING UPDATE 
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Housing Update continued from page 1 

While we are now working on construction for the first round of 
housing, we are simultaneously working on approvals for round 2 of 
the development. Stay tuned!   

The new subcommittee, Conklin Housing Advisory Committee 
(CHAC), is accepting applications. This subcommittee has been 
tasked with the important role of developing a selection criteria, 
scoring, and application processes. How a family or individual is 
selected and identified as priority must be done in a fair and 
confidential manner, and in a way that it resonates well with the 
community. If you have any questions on this process or if you’d 
like to make an application for one of these houses, the application 
can be found on our website, or email our CHAC Administrator, 
Peter Fortna, at housing@crdac.ca. 

If you do not have access to email, please contact the Housing 
Administrator directly at (780) 381-9168 to make alternative 
arrangements. 

 

 

Big improvements are coming to 
Wassasi Park! 
Wassasi park will have a paved road! 

It is our goal to make this area a showcase of our community by 
revitalizing the parks space with nature trails, picnic areas, 
improving water accessibility, public washrooms, sitting areas, and 
parking.  How wonderful would it be to have this park accessible 
and functional in all seasons!  

The first shovel-ready project is the road building and paving. This 
work has been awarded to Consun Contracting Ltd., and will begin 
in Spring of 2023.   

Now that this stage of the project is underway, the CRDAC Board 
is actively working on the overall development and redesign plan. 
More news to come!   

 

Meet the  
CRDAC Board! 
The CRDAC is a not-for-profit 
organization consisting of both 
appointed and elected Directors:  
the President and two (2) other 
members of the Executive of 
Conklin Métis Local 193; the 
President and two (2) other 
members of the Executive of 
Conklin Community Association; 
and One (1) elected Métis Elder of 
the community.   

In each newsletter we’ll highlight 
some of our board and staff! 

Kevin Adby 
Born in Lac la Biche but educated in 
Conklin, Kevin is a board member 
representing the Conklin 
Community Association. Kevin 
helped build his community, and 
others, through decades of heavy 
lifting and hard work. In time, Kevin 
committed himself to serving his 
community in a leadership role.   

His vision is to grow Conklin into a 
self-sustaining community, with its 
own businesses, that does not rely 
on outside help. 

Stacey Atkinson 
Born in Edmonton, Stacey still 
considers herself a Conklin native, 
having grown up in the community.  
Educated in Conklin and then in Fort 
McMurray, Stacey has served both 
on the boards of CRDAC, and Métis 
Local 193 as its Secretary.   

Stacey is committed to the 
community with a special focus on 
the self-esteem of youth and a 
desire to improve youth 
programming. Stacey also has a 
passion for seniors and wants to see 
them live active and engaged lives 
in their community.   

 

HEALTH AND MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORTS 
In-person appointments are available from 10:30 am to 2:00 
pm every Thursday at the Conklin Multiplex for Addictions 
and Mental Health Services. Alberta Health Services also 
offers virtual appointments by phone or online (Zoom).  
For more information or to schedule an appointment, please 
contact (780) 793-8360. 

 

WASSASI PARK IMPROVEMENTS 
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